THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

whelming proofs, that the defendant could no longer
deny the authorship of the book, or that Michel de
Villeneuve and Miguel Servetus were one and the same
person. His cause was lost. The faggots were piled in
Vienne, and soon the flames would rage.

For the second time, however, it appeared that
Calvin's hope to rid himself of his arch-enemy by sum-
moning other arch-enemies to his aid, was premature.
Either Servetus, having made himself beloved as
physician, possessed influential friends, or else (which is
more probable) the ecclesiastical authorities preferred to
be weary in well-doing for the very reason that Calvin
was so eager to send this man to the stake. Anyhow, the
gaolers were lax. Would it not be better to let an
unimportant heretic escape than to please the heretic-in-
chief in Geneva? Servetus was not closely guarded. The
usual practice as regards heretics was to keep them in
narrow cells, chained to the wall. Servetus enjoyed ex-
ceptional treatment. He was allowed to go for a walk in
the garden every day, that he might breathe the fresh
air. On April 7th, during one of these walks, the prisoner
vanished, leaving for the head-gaoler nothing but a
dressing-gown and the ladder by means of which the
fugitive had climbed over the garden wall. Still, the
faggots were not wasted, for, instead of the living
Servetus, his effigy and five packages of the Restitutio
were burned in the market-place at Vienne. The Gene-
vese plan of using the hands of foreign fanatics to rid
themselves of a foe, while they kept their own hands
clean, had proved a fiasco. Henceforward Calvin would
be an object of scorn in the eyes of all humane persons.
He would have to accept full responsibility for continuing
-his campaign against Servetus, and for contriving a man's
death for the sole reason that he detested the man's con-
victions.
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